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Beseaxch Notes October, 1975 

No. 26 

Subject : O.S,C. Freshman Profile - Fall, 1974 - 
NatiMce and Scope of the Study : 

During the 1974 fall orientation, a questionnaire prepared by the American Council 
on Education (ACE) was adminiatered to approximately 65% of the entering freshman 
class at the University of South Carolina (USC). A total of 364 other institutions 
of higher education, including 44 universities, also participated in this continuing 
national study of higher education sponsored by ACB's Cooperative Institutional 
Research Program* 

The following study presents a comparative analysis of the various demographic data, 
opinions, and projections of the entering freshmen at USC. USC entering freshmen 
were compared as a whole to the national norms; they were also compared by the 
college in which they were enrolled^. Sex/ differences were reported where they 
appr eared to be important* 
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Comparative data were classified into eight college categories* The following is a 
list of the categories, with a description of the colleges which Were grouped in 
each category, and the number of students in each sample* 





CAXEGOBY 


COLLEGES WITHIN CATEGORY 


NimBER OF STUDENTS 


1. 


Business Adminlstxatlon 


Business Administration 


278 


2. 


Scl*nce and Math 


Science and Math 


269 


3. 


Education 


Education 


133 


4. 


Jouxnallsm 


Journalism 


101 


5. 


General Studies 


General Studies 


147 


6. 


Allied Health Sciences 


Nursing, Pharmacy, Health 








and P. E. 


93, 56, 42 


7. 


Humanities and Social Science 


Social and Behavioral Science 








Arts and Letters 


204, 246 




\ 


Undecided 


48 


8. 


Engineering 


Engineering 


97 



El«v«n avM8 of Interest were selected for this analysis from the original 
52 aveae contained In the questionnaire . These, elevr/ji areas were selected to 
provide a ccwposlte profile of the entering freshman at USC during the Fall, 1974 
term. Bach of these areas Is presented in tabular form and followed by comments 
to highlight the major cooq>arisons. 



The eleven areas of Interest which were considered are 



1. Age by December 31 » 197A 

2. Racial background 

3. Average grade in high school* 

4. Highest degree planned ac^her^ 

5. Seasons noted as very important in selecting this college 

6. Estimated parental income 

7. Probable major field of study 

8. Current religious preference 
9* Political orientation 

10. 'Students estimate chances are very good that they will' 

11. Residence planned during fall term 
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SUMttkBY 

Profile • The average enteTiug Freshman at U.S.C. for Fall, 1974 was: 
1. 18 years of age 
2« a whlte/caucaslan 

3. a student In high school 

4« hoping to achieve at least a bachelors or masters degree 

S« likely to have selected U.S.C. for its good academic reputation 

6« probaoly from a family with an annual Income of between $10,000 and $25,000. 

7« a business, health professional, or education major 

8. a Protestant 

9, 'Vniddle-of-the-road" politically 
10. residing in a college dormitory 

Profile - Compared with entering freshmen nationally, U.S.C. enterics freshmen: 

1. were less likely to have maintained an '*A" average in high school and 
generally achieved lower in high school. 

2. placed less isqportance in good academic reputation as a reason for selecting 
U.S.C. 

3« were mote likely to be Black 

4. generally less confident academically, less likely to seek an advanced degree 

5. more likely to be Protestant and less likely to be Catholic or Jewish 

6« more likely to live at home or with relatives and less likely to live 
In a college dormitory. 
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